North and South Otter Lake Cottagers’ Association      
Lake Binder 2008

	 Plants and Trees



	Hard butternut trees have been noticed – one in good condition (North shore NW bay, North Otter), one in poor condition, (South shore, SW bay, North Otter), one in medium condition (South shore, Scout bay, North Otter)

Some pines dying off


	Birds



	Pair of loons successfully raising 2 offspring on Crown Island

Osprey raising 1 hatchling successfully (so far) in South Otter

Osprey fishing in North Otter

Red-shouldered hawk – Lots 34 & 35, May – June

Common Nighthawk – North Otter Lake (species of special concern)


	Animal Sightings 



	A lot of beaver activity on South Otter

Beavers blocking Salmon Lake culvert regularly

Beaver dam in culvert – North Otter

Very few deer, no fawns evident this year

Black Rat snake, at least 4 feet long in North Otter; also on Salmon Lake Road, June-July, seen more generally in the area

Red fox cited: Elbow lake – winter, North/South Otter lake culvert - May, Lot #34 -June

Three otters on North Otter seen regularly


	Water Quality/Levels



	South Otter extremely high – at least 2 feet over seasonal average

More water lilies and cingefoil, less long weed


	Lake Activity



	More fast boats with bigger wake

More very noisy kayakers in South Otter

Slalom course constructed on the NE arm of North otter despite assurance that the system was to be submerged when not in use


	Fish



	Lake whitefish – 22 “ in size, winter 07-08, North Otter

Numerous large northern pike – 9 -16 lbs, spring/early summer 08, South Otter

No fresh water jellyfish seen this year
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