North and South Otter Lake Cottagers’ Association      
Lake Binder 2009


	 Plants and Trees

	Trees down on the point opposite the island (Schmolka/Anderson)

Bristly Sarsaparella

Tulip trees (Ed and Mary) and at the park

Butternut trees – 5 on north otter varying from very poor condition to fairly good – one producing a few nuts this year

Lots of meadow rue (last year lots of Blue Flag – fewer this year)


	Birds

	Osprey nest on dead tree – property 50

Two baby loons on North Otter 2009

Vultures seem to have left South Otter but osprey on middle island in South Otter, no chicks this year


	Animal Sightings 

	Mature deer and fawn on Pearkes Lake – daily

Doe and fawn on lot 38

Fewer deer this year

Two active beaver lodges on Pearkes Lake

Six snakes (likely black rat snakes) seem on Salmon Lake Rd several days in a row

Black rat snake found in cabin and released outside, South Otter

Water snakes noted

Snapping turtles – two nest areas

Less turtles observed on South Otter, some found dead in the swamp

Fisher just off of Salmon Lake Road; had killed a porcupine and was in the area for a few days

Black bear seen on Arab George Boardwalk trail 250” from start of trail

Black bear seen regularly at north end of North Otter Lake

Black bear seen Oct 17 in Robertson Bay


	Water Quality/Levels

	South Otter very cloudy


	Lake Activity

	Pearkes Lake seems to be controlled, in part, by a beaver dam between this lake and the stream to South Otter; when cleared of the dam, the level in Pearkes Lake suddenly lowers

Illegal camping and fires on islands in South Otter


	Fish

	


	Insects

	Bee like tachinid fly

Monarch – 3 so far – very few

Various butterflies

Eastern pondhawk dragonfly – lots of species of dragonfly and damselfly
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