North and South Otter Lake Cottagers’ Association      
Lake Binder 2015


	Animals

	Bear

Sightings on N otter

Beaver

Sightings on N Otter
Deer

Healthy with fawns and buck also seen
Fisher
In evidence N Otter
Fox
Ground Hog
Mink

On shore by #40

Muskrat

North Otter

Otter
Porcupine
Sightings and evidence in damage to trees
Raccoon
Too many
Snakes – Black Rat
2 – 4 foot on property #6; 2 - 36” and 42”; 2 in tree by #49
Snakes - water
Frequent sightings N Otter
Squirrel - red
Regularly
Squirrel - grey
Regularly
Turtles - snapping
Large, at least 12 – 15” shell, in bay close to #40 (breathing heavily at water surface



	Birds

	Bald Eagles: 
Mature one 

Blue Heron: 
More in spring leafy summer
Blue Jay: 
frequent sightings
Cormorant: 

Golden Warbler: 
N Otter
Hawk: red shouldered 
Birch Point Lane
Kingbird: 

Loons: 
fewer loons, no young loons on either lake
Nighthawks:
over N. Otter
Nuthatch: 
sightings, red breasted and white breasted
Ospreys: 
many sightings circling Otter Point and area; 2 at nest in S. Otter, but only 1 on N. Otter; less evident since the weather heated up
Owl:
Barred owl Birch Point Lane
Phoebe: 
Sightings N Otter
Red Winged Blackbird: 
Sightings N Otter
Seagulls: 
sightings
Tundra Swans: 

on bay by Bedford Lake bridge
Turkey Vulture: 

Sightings
Wild Turkey: 
several families of turkeys; 13 young
Wood Duck: 
Woodpeckers: 

sightings Otter Point, pileated on N Otter, Hairy on N. Otter

Yellow bellied Sapsucker: 
N Otter




	FISH

	Busy spawning this year




	Insects

	Bees:

Increase in numbers

Dragon flies:

Fewer seen

Flies:

Sharter clearfly and black fly seasons; few horseflies

Mosquito

Very few due to dry weather/drought
Ticks:

Many in tall grasses




	Plants and Trees

	Trees:

Under a lot of stress, losing leaves since July; drought

conditions

Milkweed: 
Chanterelles: 
Oaks:

Deteriorating – losing sections

Orchids: 
Pines

Dying – bugs evident by woodpecker activity, losing 

needles




	Water Quality/Shoreline Levels

	Water Levels: 
	extremely low levels, same algae blooms evident; pollen levels high
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